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'  Mat,  xxviii.,  19,  20:  Go  ye,  therefore,  and  teach  all  nations , baptizing  them 
in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost:  Teaching 
them  to  observe  all  things  whatsoever  I  have  commatided you,  Mrk.  16,  15: 
Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  freach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature. 


We  have  in  these  words  the  Glorious  Gospel  Commis¬ 
sion. 


TO  WHOM  GIVEN. 


It  was  given,  strictly  speaking,  to  the  eleven  Apostles, 
either  as  constituting  or  as  representing  the  Gospel  Minis¬ 
try.  It  specifies  certain  duties  and  charges  these  men  to  do 
them  aut per  se  aut per  alios. 

The  relation  of  the  whole  Church  to  this  Ministry,  as  its 
divinely  appointed  Agency  for  her  increase,  progress,  and 
perpetuity,  and  the  divinely  specified  duties  of  the  members 
toward  the  Ministry  in  the  way  of  obedience,  subjection 
and  instruction,  leave  no  doubt  that  every  member  is  here 
virtually  summoned,  in  his  sphere,  to  co-operate  with,  aid, 
and  encourage,  the  Ministry  in  fulfilling  this  commission. 

The  command,  then,  is  primarily  to  the  Ministry,  virtu¬ 
ally  to  all  the  members  of  the  Church: — “  Go  ye  into  all  the 
“  world,  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature.”  It  comes 
to  the  pews  as  well  as  to  the  pulpit.  It  reaches  the  bap¬ 
tized  members  of  the  Church  as  well  as  the  members  in  full 
communion. 

ITS  DEPARTMENTS. 

The  full  commission  embraces  two  Departments — the 
Missionary  and  the  Pastoral.  St.  Matthew  speaks  of  both 
departments:  “  Go  ye  therefore,  and  teach — or  make  dis- 
“  ciples — of  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the 
“  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost.”  This  is 
the  Missionary.  It  requires  labor  till  all  nations  shall  have 
embraced  the  Gospel,  and  have  been  enrolled,  by  baptism,  as 
disciples  of  our  Lord.  “  Teaching  them  to  observe  all 
“  things  whatsoever  I  have  commanded  you.”  This  is  the 
Pastoral.  It  requires  labor  till  our  Lord’s  second  coming — 
His  coming  in  glory  at  the  General  Judgment. 

St.  Mark  limits  himself  to 


THE  MISSIONARY  DEPARTMENT. 


“  Go  ye  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  ev- 
“  ery  creature;” — and  to  this  we  call  more  particular  atten¬ 
tion  as  presented  by  this  Evangelist. 

The  language  is  easily  understood.  One  phrase,  however, 
should  be  carefully  noted:  “  Preach  the  Gospel.”  It  is  not 
the  verb  evanggelidzein^  often  translated  “  to  preach  the  Gos¬ 
pel,”  and  meaning  to  tell  or  atinounce  the  good  news, — a  work 
which  any  man  or  woman  may  do.  But  it  is  the  translation 
of  the  words  Karussem  to  evanggelion—  to  herald  the  good  news. 
Kariix — a  herald  was  generally  a  public  messenger,  partak¬ 
ing  of  the  character  of  an  ambassador.  The  office  was 
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sacred,  and  the  persons  inviolable,  as  being  under  the  im¬ 
mediate  protection  of  Zeus,  and  dear  to  him.  For  this  rea¬ 
son  they  were  employed  to  bear  messages  between  enemies. 
In  later  times  they  were  distinguished  from  Presbeis^  as  be¬ 
ing  messengers  between  nations  at  war. 

Hence  to  herald  is  to  make  known  orally — publicly — and 
officially  or  with  authority.  This  kind  of  proclamation  be¬ 
longs  to  those  only  who  are  authorUatively  conwiissioned,  and 
thus  officially  qualified  to  make  it. 

ITS  BRANCHES. 

This  Department  of  the  Great  Commission  has  three 
Branches  of  Labor, — The  finding  of  the  men — The  education 
of  the  me?i — and  The  sending  them  forth  and  supplying  their  needs. 
The  third  branch — that  of  sending  and  supplying — is  com¬ 
mitted  to  our  Board  of  Foreign  Missions.  The  second 
branch — that  of  Education — is  in  charge  of  the  Board  of 
Education  and  of  General  Synod.  I  need  not  now  speak 
particularly  of  these  departments. 

THE  FIRST  BRANCH, 

relating  to  Finding  the  men,  devolved  primarily  upon  the 
Ministry  and  virtually  upon  the  whole  Church,  is  that  to 
which  I  would  more  particularly  invite  your  attention. 

ITS  FUNDAMENTAL  FACTS, 

In  considering  this  branch  of  the  subject  there  are  two 
fundamental  facts  which  should  be  kept  in  mind. 

THE  FIRST  FACT. 

The  one  is  the  divine  calling.  The  Gospel  Ministry  is  not 
a  mere  employment  or  profession.  It  is  a  divine  calling. 
Getting  into  it  properly  is  not  a  result  yN\v\Q}si  God  permits — 
such  as  may  be  the  case  in  a  mere  employment  or  profes¬ 
sion — permits  by  leaving  the  person  to  himself — to  a  choice 
not  effectively  secured  by  the  Holy  Spirit.  But  it  is  an  effect  of 
special  movements  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  heart  of  a  person, 
often  accompanied  by  a  special  providence  leading  to  it. 

Hence  our  Saviour’s  instructions:  “  Pray  ye  therefore 
“  the  Lord  of  the  harvest,  that  He  would  send  forth  laborers 
“into  His  harvest.”  Luk.  10:  2;  and  St.  Paul’s  language: 
“And  I  thank  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord,  who  hath  enabled  me, 
“for  that  He  counted  me  i2i\\)ol\\\,  putting  77ie  i77to  the  Min- 
“istry.”  1  Tim.  1:  12.  So  also  he  says:  “As  we  were  allowed 
oi  God  to  beput  in  trust  withihQGos^Ql.^'  lThes.2:4.  Again: 
“  The  Gospel  of  the  Uncircumcision  7vas  committed  U7ito  me 
“as  the  Gospel  of  the  Circumcision  was  unto  Peter.”  Gal. 
2:7.  Neither  of  these  Apostles  took  the  Gospel  ad  libitum. 
To  the  Corinthians  he  says:  “  God,  who  also  hath  77iade  us 
able  ministers  of  the  New  Testament.”  2  Cor.  3:6.  To  the 
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Collossians  he  says:  “  the  Church  whereof  I  a7?t  Diade  a  min¬ 
ister.”  Col.  1:25. 

But  of  the  reality  of  this  divine  calling,  the  person  pro¬ 
fessing  to  be  called  is  not  the  sole  judge.  He  may  not  en¬ 
ter  into  the  Ministry  at  his  option,  as  if,  having  the  gifts,  he 
is,  as  a  matter  of  course,  called  of  God.  The  Church  of 
Christ  must  recognize  the  drawings  of  the  Spirit  and  Provi¬ 
dence,  and  must  express  her  endorsement — must  give  him 
a  for77ial  Call. 

,  This  Call  of  God  by  His  Spirit  and  its  recognition  as 
such  by  the  Church  is  OTie  fact  to  be  carefully  noted. 

THE  SECOND  FACT. 

The  other  fact  is,  that  while  it  is  the  prerogative  of  the 
Lord  to  call  laborers,  it  is  at  the  same  time  the  duty  of  the 
Church  to  co-operate  with  God  in  this  call,  and  to  fiTid — 
prepare  and  se7id forth  the  divinely  called. 

The  command  of  the  text — the  Commission — implies  this 
duty.  And  so  does  the  command  to  “pray  the  Lord  of  the 
“  harvest  to  send  forth  laborers  into  His  harvest.”  Prayer 
to  God  for  special  objects  involving  our  Agency,  must,  to 
be  available,  be  accompanied  with  our  earnest  endeavors  to 
secure  these  objects.  God  hath  joined  together  prayer  and 
work.  Let  not  man  put  them  asunder.  Therefore,  when 
the  Saviour  commands;  “Pray  ye  the  Lord  of  the  harvest 
“  that  he  would  send  forth  laborers  into  His  harvest,”  he 
also  commands  :  Labor  most  earnestly  to  find — prepare  and 
send  forth  laborers  divinely  called. 

At  the  opening  of  the  present  dispensation,  and  before 
the  organization  of  the  Christian  Church,  the  Apostles  and 
inspired  Prophets  were  called  iTTiTTiediately  by  Christ,  the 
Head  of  the  Church.  Such  immediate  calls  were  neces¬ 
sary.  But  after  and  since  the  establishment  of  the  Christian 
Church  by  those  immediately  called  and  miraculously  quali¬ 
fied,  the  call  to  the  ministry  has  been  77iediate.,  so  named 
because  the  ordinary  means  of  grace  are,  in  the  first  in¬ 
stance,  used  in  this  call,  and  because  the  Church  is  employed 
as  a  77iediu77i  through  which  the  call  is  made. 

THE  TWO  FACTS  TO  BE  KEPT  TOGETHER. 

These  two  facts,  then,  we  must  keep  together:  1st.  It  is 
God' s prerogative  internally  to  qualify — call  and  se7id.  2d.  It 
is  the  Church's  duty  externally  to  co-operate  with  God.,  and  to 
fiTtd— prepare  as  an  agent,  and  to  se7id.  These  two  agencies 
— the  divine  and  the  human,  operate  together.  There  is  no 
conflict,  no  contradiction.  God,  in  his  working  employs 
the  human,  not  interfering  with  its  responsibility  or  free¬ 
dom.  “The  Lord  of  the  harvest”  sees  the  great  need  of  more 
laborers.  He  works  by  the  Agency  of  His  Spirit,  and  the 
instrumentality  of  His  truth  in  the  heart  of  man.  AT*?  calls: 
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“  Whom  shall  I  send,  and  who  will  go  for  us  ?”  The  man 
— God  moved — responds:  “Here  am  I,  send  me.”  The 
Church,  in  the  exercise  of  her  functions  discovers  that  there 
is  a  call  of  God,  and  cries  out:  Amen.  And  there  is  one 
for  the  Gospel  ministry. 

THE  NEED  OF  A  FULL  SUPPLY. 

Such  ministers  are  much  needed,  There  is  a  lament¬ 
able  lack  of  supply.  The  Theological  Faculty  at  New 
Brunswick  called  the  special  attention  of  its  Board  of 
Superintendents  to  this  lack  as  connected  with  that  Institu¬ 
tion.  The  Board  forwarded  the  statements  of  the  Faculty 
to  the  General  Synod.  The  Report  of  the  General  Synod 
on  the  subject  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Church,  together  with 
the  Pastoral  letter  on  the  subject  ordered  by  the  Synod. 
The  facts  are  substantially  these:  “There  are  now  only 
“eleven  students  in  the  Theological  Seminary  at  New 
“  Brunswick,  six  seniors  and  five  in  the  middle  class,  with 
“  little  or  no  prospect  of  a  junior  class  to  enter  in  Septem- 
“ber,  unless  students  come  from  other  Institutions.  There 
“  are  besides  only  thirty-one  young  men,  fourteen  of  whom 
“  are  in  Rutger’s  College,  and  seventeen  in  its  Grammar 
“  School,  in  all  stages  of  education,  who  are  looking  to- 
“  ward  themiinistry — an  average  of  about  three  and  a  half 
“  annually  for  the  next  nine  years.  Moreover,  out  of  the 
“  nearly  four  hundred  Churches  belonging  to  the  three 
“  Particular  Synods  of  New  York,  Albany  and  New  Bruns- 
“  wick,  the  humiliating  fact  is  that  six  out  of  seven  have 
“  not  now  a  single  youth  preparing  for  the  ministry  in  our 
“  own  Institutions  in  any  stage  of  study;  and  this  is  true 
“  for  the  last  nine  years,  and  longer  in  many  cases.  The 
“  outlook  in  the  Synod  of  Chicago  is  somewhat  more  en- 
“couraging,  but  by  no  means  is  the  supply  equal  to  the 
“  demand  for  its  own  rapid  growth.” 

Among  the  resolutions  of  the  Synod  is  the  following: 

“  Resolved:  That  each  member  of  the  Board  of  Super- 
“intendents  of  the  two  Theological  seminaries  be,  and 
“  hereby  is,  requested,  as  the  Agent  of  the  General  Synod, 
“to  bring  this  subject  to  the  notice  of  the  Classis  which  he 
“  represents,  and  to  secure  its  continuous  and  prayerful 
“attention  among  the  people  of  the  Churches.” 

Hence  this  paper. 

In  pursuing  the  subject  let  me  add:  “  The  Lord  of  the 
harvest  ”  is  seeing  the  great  need  of  laborers.  Is  He  not 
working  in  the  hearts  of  men  and  calling:  “  Whom  shall  I 
“send,  and  who  will  go  for  us?”  Why  do  we  not  hear 
more  responses,  “Here  am  I,  send  me?” 

It  is  a  question  which  calls  for  deep  thought  and  self- 
examination  on  the  part  of  the  whole  Church,  especially 
of  the  ministry.  Is  the  Church  doing  her  duty  toward 

FINDING  THE  MEN  ? 
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To  incite  thought,  and  to  aid  in  this  duty,  let  us  inquire 
Where  and  How  we  are  to  find  them. 

Where  are  we  to  find  the  men — the  men  to  fulfill  the 
commission  ? 

(a)  We  are  7iot  to  look  for  them  fro7n  heaven. 

Tlie  angels  are  “  all  ministering  spirits  sent  forth  to 
minister  for  them  who  shall  be  heirs  of  salvation.”  We 
do  not  learn  that  they  have  been,  or  ever  will  be,  preachers 
of  the  Gospel.  In  the  text.  Rev.  14:6,  “I  saw  another 
“  angel  fly  in  the  midst  of  heaven,  having  the  everlasting 
Gospel  to  preach  unto  them  that  dwell  on  the  earth,”  the 
word  “angel  ”  is  doubtless  symbolical  of  human  agency,  as 
in  the  Epistles  to  the  Churches  of  Asia.  It  evidently  is 
used  in  the  Apocalypse  to  indicate  the  human  teaching  and 
ruling  agency  in  the  world. 

“The  spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect”  have  done 
their  work  on  earth.  They  are  retired — have  “put  off  the 
“  harness  ” — and  have  entered  into  rest.  They  “  rest  from 
“their  labors.”  “  They  have  done  with  all  below.” 

(b)  We  7ieed  7iot  look  to  the  world  for  the77i.  The  world 
loves  its  own,  and  “follows  after  worldly  things.”  It  has 
not  the  spirit  required — no  love  of  Christ — no  love  of  souls. 
We  may  hereafter  find  many  who  are  now  of  the  world,  and 
even  in  Heathen  lands  who  will  become  faithful  heralds  of 
the  Gospel.  But  they  must  first  enter  the  Church.  We  say, 
therefore, 

[q)  We  must  find  them  in  the  Churchy  a7nong  its  livmg^  ac¬ 
tive  77ie77ibers.  And  here,  in  .the  Church,  we  need  not  look 
among  the  aged.  They  are,  as  a  general  thing,  physically 
disqualified  for  climatic  changes,  and  mentally  unqualified 
for  the  work  to  be  done. 

We  cannot  look  with  much  hope  to  the  middle  aged. 
These  are  like  forest  trees  of  long  standing,  and  closely 
surrounded  by  and  protecting  others  which  would  be  se¬ 
riously  affected  by  their  removal.  Certain  relations  have 
been  formed,  and  certain  dependencies  exist,  which  would 
be  a  hindrance  to,  if  they  would  not  forbid,  their  removal  to 
other  occupations  and  fields  of  labor.  Then,  too,  as  a  gen¬ 
eral  thing,  their  mental  habits  are  so  fixed  and  determinate 
as  to  render  their  equipment  with  the  ministerial  harness 
about  as  suitable  and  convenient  as  the  warrior’s  armor 
was  to  the  youthful  keeper  of  the  sheep  of  Jesse. 

And  so  we  are  narrowed  down  to  the  young  7nen  and 
children  of  our  churches.  And  here  it -is  where  we  are  to 
find  the  men.  We  are  to  find  them  beside  the  hearthstones 
of  our  Christian  families. 

How  are  we  to  fi7id the7n  ? 

I  answer: 

First.  By  carefully  a7id  dilige7itly  seeking  for  those  who  have 
the  needed prima7y  qu(ilificatio7is.  I  prit7iary  qualifications, 
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meaning  thereby  those  which  are  first  in  the  order  of  time, 
and  precede  knowledge  and  development — those  essential 
to  a  start  for  the  ministry — necessary  to  an  outset  toward 
the  advanced  qualifications,  or  those  gotten  and  given  by 
means  of  religious  training. 

These  primary  qualifications  are  of  two  kinds — the 
natural  and  graciously  acquired.  The  natural,  as  the  word 
indicates,  are  those  with  which  we  are  born.  The  gracious¬ 
ly  acqidred  are  those  gotten  through  self-exertion  or  the 
agency  of  others,  or  in  both  these  ways. 

(A)  The  natural  primary  qualifications  needed  relate  to 
the  body  and  to  the  mind. 

THE  BODY  NEEDED. 

We  need  bodies  or  physical  constitutions  capable  of 
undergoing  the  necessary  work  of  preparation  for  the  ser¬ 
vice,  and  of  sustaining  the  burdens,  making  good  the  wear, 
and  performing  the  functions  of  the  office.  The  stress  upon 
the  whole  system  during  preparation  is  usually  great,  often 
fatal.  The  burdens  of  the  service  are  a  severe  tax  upon  the 
physical  system.  Its  wear  upon  some  parts  of  it  calls  for 
constant  and  rapid  repair.  Hence,  the  best  physical  consti¬ 
tutions  are  desirable — good  ones  almost  essential.  I  need 
not  dwell  upon  this  point,  but  would  simply  add  that  defec¬ 
tive  or  impaired  physical  systems  are  so  undesirable  that 
we  should  leave  them  to  God’s  special  providential  leadings. 

THE  MIND  NEEDED. 

The  other  natural  prvnary  qualifications  are  minds  or 
mental  constitutions  adapted  to  and  capable  of  being  pre¬ 
pared  for  and  of  doing  the  work. 

And  here  we  must  have  an  eye  upon  the  three  principal 
departments  of  the  mind — the  Intellect,  the  Sensibility  and 
the  Will. 

We  need  Intellects  of  the  highest  order.  They  are  essen¬ 
tial  to  some  parts  of  the  work.  None  below  the  medium 
of  intellectual  power  should  be  sought  for.  Those  below 
mediocrity  should  be  encouraged  only  as  God’s  spirit  and 
Providence  are  recognized  as  leading  them  towards  the 
holy  office.  Those  without  good  common  sense  ought  not 
to  be  encouraged,  however  brilliant  some  of  their  intellec¬ 
tual  powers  may  appear. 

We  need  men  of  Sensibilities  or  Emotional  Powers.  Stoics 
will  not  answer  for  the  Gospel  ministry.  Of  all  subjects 
designed,  adapted  to,  and  calling  for  emotions,  those  of  the 
Gospel  excel.  Among  all  trutlis  calling  for  emotional  pre¬ 
sentation,  the  truths  of  the  Gospel  stand  foremost.  While 
intellects  must  be  addressed  and  the  leading  mental  pow¬ 
ers,  the  Sensibilities  must  be  moved  to  awaken  and  excite 
desires  to  bear  upon  the  Will.  Gospel  ministers  must  be 
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heart  movers  as  well  as  head  stirrers.  A  very  dry  stick  of  a 
Gospel  minister  will  he  be  who  has  and'  can  have  no  sym¬ 
pathy  with  weak  and  sorrowful  and  sin-enslaved  souls  !  It 
is  one  of  the  most  precious  qualifications  of  our  Blessed 
Lord  that  He  can  and  does  have  sympathy  with  all  men.  He 
was  “  made  perfect  ” — officially  perfect  in  this  respect 
“through  sufferings.”  His  Ambassadors  should,  in  this 
respect,  be  like  Him — able  and  ready  to  sympathize. 

We  need  men  of  Will-power.  In  respect  to  wills  seem¬ 
ingly  weak,  men  are  in  three  classes.  First,  those  whose 
wills  are  absolutely  weak,  having  little  or  no  power.  Sec¬ 
ond,  those  whose  wills  are  relatively  weak — weak  when 
viewed  as  related  to  their  other  powers.  Third,  those 
whose  wills  are  comparatively  weak — weak  as  compared 
with  the  wills  of  other  men. 

If  I  mistake  not,  those  of  the  first  class  are  devoid  of  an 
essential  qualification  for  the  Gospel  ministry.  For  the  suf¬ 
ferings  and  the  dangers  of  the  holy  office,  a  governing  and 
controlling  will  seems  essential.  For  consistency  of  char¬ 
acter,  for  perseverance  under  difficulties  and  dangers;  for  the 
conflicts  and  tumults  and  violent  passions  of  the  emotional 
nature  lying  like  a  sea  between  the  intellect  and  the  will, 
what  will  a  Gospel  minister  become  without  a  commanding, 
controlling  and  governing  power  ?  A  power  saying  “  Thus 
far  and  no  farther:  Peace.  You  must  snbmit  to  my  bidding.” 

Then,  to  stand  against  the  strong  currents  of  the  world, 
especially  when  it  threatens  or  allures,  to  oppose  false 
views  and  unedifying  and  evil-tending  practices  in  the 
Church, — to  ride  safely  through  the  volcanic  and  earth — 
quake  commotions  which  Satan  often  succeeds  in  raising, 
requires  a  will  which  can  thus  speak  and  command. 

We  must,  then,  seek  for  wills  which  can  do,  or  can  be 
educated  to  do  the  work  God  requires  to  be  done;  wills, 
which  can,  as  the  Executive  Power,  bring  the  whole  man  in 
obedience  to  the  feelings  of  obligation.  We  must  seek  for  men 
who  can  and  will  say:  “  Fifj.-  Yes,  I  must.  No:  No,  I  cannot. 
God  help  me  I' 

This  does  not  mean  that  intellect  should  not  have  its  le¬ 
gitimate  influence.  In  determining  what  ought  to  be  done, 
it  has  its  work,  and  a  most  important  one  it  is.  This  bars 
out  obstinacy,  and  keeps  at  bay  prejudice.  God  deliver  us 
from  these  two  enemies  of  usefulness. 

The  make  up  of  the  above  needed  qualifications  are  well 
represented  by  the  living  creatures,  unhappily  translated 
“beasts,”  of  Rev.  4:7:  “And  the  first  beast  (?)  was  like  a 
“lion,  and  the  second  beast  (?)  like  a  calf — young  of  the 
“  ox — and  the  third  beast  (?)  had  a  face  as  a  man,  and  the 
“  fourth  beast  (?)  was  like  a  flying  eagle.”  Four  likenesses: 
and  they  represent  characteristics  of  what  we  should  seek 
for: — those  of  a  lion,  an  ox,  a  man — and  an  eagle. 
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Like  a  lion,  the  Gospel  minister  should  be  bold  and 
strong: — Like  an  ox,  he  should  be  patient  and  laborious: — 
Like  an  eagle  he  should  be  far-sighted,  viewing  all  things 
from  a  position  above  the  world  and  yet  in  it: — Like  a 
man,  having  in  exercise  an  intellect,  emotive  powers,  and  a 
will  back  of  all  controlling  and  governing  as  the  executive. 

B.  The  acquired  primary  qualifications  are  those  which 
make  up  the  internal  call  of  God.  Some  name  it  the  Divine 
call.  It  lies  at  the  foundation  of,  and  is  preparatory  to  the 
external,  or  what  is  made  through  the  medium  of  the  church, 
named  by  some  the  Ecclesiastical  call. 

THE  CONSTITUENTS  OF  THE  INTERNAL  CALL. 

The  constituents  of  this  internal  call  are: 

1st.  A  new  heat't : — a  heart  that  loves  Christ  for  his 
moral  beauty; — His  intrinsic  excellencies; — loves  Him  for 
His  work  of  grace; — loves  Him  supremely;  a  heart  that 
loves  sinners.  Our  Saviour,  in  His  thrice  repeated  question 
to  St.  Peter  emphasized  this  point:  “Simon,  Son  of  Jonas: 
“  iovest  thou  me 

2d.  A  strong  abiding  desire  to  serve  Christ  in  the  Gospel 
ministry.  While  there  may  be  a  willingness  to  serve  Christ 
in  any  sphere,  there  must  be  this  desire  to  serve  in  the 
specific  work  of  the  ministry.  In  some  this  desire  is  of  such 
intensity  that  they  can  say  with  the  Apostle:  “Woe  is  me 
“if  I  preach  not  the  Gospel.”  In  all  it  should  be  prevail¬ 
ing  and  abiding,  and  of  a  higher  temperature  than  for  any 
other  sphere  of  divine  service. 

3d.  A  set  purpose  of  heart,  evidenced  by  corresponding 
efforts  to  obtain  all  the  advanced  qualifications  needed. 
There  must  be  such  endeavors  to  get  all  the  knowlege  and 
grace  requisite  for  growth  and  work  in  the  holy  office, — 
such  a  course  of  prayer  and  living  as  shall  prove  that  such 
holy  office  rests  upon  the  soul  as  the  grand  object  of  desire. 

THE  QUALIFICATIONS  TO  BE  SOUGHT  FOR. 

The  above  enumerated  primary  qualifications,  both  nat¬ 
ural  and  graciously  acquired,  are  to  be  sought  for:—  and  to 
be  sought  for  carefully  and  diligently.  Every  young  man 
and  boy  in  our  churches  should  be  noted: — his  physical 
and  mental  constitutions  scrutinized: — his  heart  exam¬ 
ined: — his  desires  ascertained  and  all  his  aims  and  efforts 
attentively  considered. 

This  is  one  answer  to  the  question:  ’•’"How  are  we  to  find 
the  men  ?” 

THESE  QUALIFICATIONS  TO  BE  LABORED  FOR. 

But  these  qualifications  are  not  only  to  be  sought  for: — 
They  are  to  be  labored  for.  To  the  question  therefore.  How 
are  we  to  find  the  men  ?  we  answer 
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Secondly.  By  habitually  and  earnestly  laborine^  to  get  for.,  or 
to  secure  to  our  young  7nen  a7id  children  the  qualifications  7ieeded. 

THE  LABOR  TO  SECURE  THE  NATURAL  PRIMARY  QUALIFICA¬ 
TIONS. 

Under  this  head  you  will  not  expect  me  to  say  much. 
The  subject  of  the  physical  health  and  conditions  of  our 
offspring,  as  connected  with  those  of  their  parents,  and  the 
causes  which  affect  their  mental  and  moral  constitutions, 
are,  in  all  civilized  countries,  under  the  care  of  a  class  of 
men  well  fitted  by  training  and  knowledge  for  their  re¬ 
sponsible  charge.  And  their  responsibilities  just  here  at 
this  point  are  great.  I  would,  however,  say  a  little.  I 
would  say:  That  to  secure  these  qualifications  for  the  fu¬ 
ture  children  of  the  church,  parents  should  pay  proper  at¬ 
tention  to  hygienic  or  sanitary  living: — and  that  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  commands  of  the  Decalogue,  as  they  bear  upon 
their  unborn  offspring,  they  should  attend  strictly  to  the 
divine  teachings  of  physiology  bearing  on  the  same  subjects. 

With  regard  to  those  qualifications  which  are  to  be  got¬ 
ten  ordinarily  in  connection  with  or  through  self-exertion 
and  the  exertion  of  others: — ordinarily  gotten  by  the  use  of 
the  means  of  grace,  I  would  say:  They  are  to  be  labored  for 
by  the  habitual  and  earnest  use  of  all  the  divinely  appoint¬ 
ed  means  to  secure  them. 

THE  LABOR  TO  SECURE  THE  ACQUIRED  PRIMARY  QUALIFICA¬ 
TIONS. 

This  calls  for  (1)  the  early  and  devout  consecration  of 
our  children,  in  the  closet  when  alone  with  Jesus: — in  the 
family,  the  oldest  divine  institution: — and  in  the  church, 
where  the  great  congregation  unite  in  the  act,  and  pledge 
themselves  to  pray  and  care  for  and  labor  for  the  little  ones 
whom  the  Saviour  blesses. 

It  calls  for  (2)  prayer: — habitual,  earnest  prayer: — plead¬ 
ings  of  the  promise  “  1  will  be  a  God  unto  thee  and  to  thy 
seed  after  thee  — pleadings  that  are  wrestlings,  in  which 
there  must  be  no  “  let  go  ”  without  the  blessing.  And  these 
consecrations  and  prayers  must  be  with  humble  submission 
to  God’s  wisdom  and  gracious  purpose. 

It  calls  for  (3)  Christian  Training.  This  training  includes 
faithful  instruction  in  Scripture  doctrine — Bible  truths: — 
the  formation  of  devotional  habits: — regular  attendance 
upon  all  the  means  of  grace,  both  public  and  private.  Such 
training  must  be  from  the  dawn  of  intellectual  activity — 
continuously,  and  “  in  season,  out  of  season.” 

It  calls  especially  for  (4)  the  presentation  to  the  minds 
of  our  children  and  young  men  of  the  great  motives  to  the 
Gospel  ministry. 
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THE  MORAL  INDUCEMENTS  TO  THE  GOSPEL  MINISTRY. 

These  motives  are  many  and  weighty. 

One  IS  the  dighity  of  the  office  and  Work,  and  its  protectio7t 
and  defettse. 

“We  are  laborers  together  with  God”  1  Cor.  3:9.  “We 
then  as  workers  together  with  Him”  2  Cor.  6:1.  Are 
men  affected  with  shame  when  obliged  to  labor  with  the 
unworthy  and  disgraced  ?  What  an  honor  to  be  a  co-work¬ 
er  with  God!  “  We  are  Ambassadors  for  Christ,”  2  Cor. 
5:20.  “An  Ambassador  is  at  once  a  messenger  and  a  rep- 
“  resentative.  He  does  not  speak  in  his  own  name.  He 
“  does  not  act  on  his  own  authority.  What  he  communi- 
“  cates  is  not  his  own  opinions  or  demands,  but  simply 
“what  he  has  been  told  or  commissioned  to  say.  His  mes- 
“  sage  derives  no  part  of  its  importance  or  trustworthiness 
“  from  him.  At  the  same  time  he  is  more  than  a  mere  mes- 
“  senger.  He  represents  his  Sovereign.  He  speaks  with 
“  authority,  as  accredited  to  act  in  the  name  of  his  Master. 
“Any  neglect,  contempt  or  injury  done  to  him  in  his  offic- 
“  ial  character,  is  an  offence  to  the  Sovereign  or  State  by 
“  whom  he  is  commissioned.  All  this  is  true  of  ministers.” 
Hodge  2,  Cor.  5:2. 

Is  it  an  honor  to  represent  one  high  in  authority  ?  And 
is  the  honor  proportioned  to  the  worth  and  power  of  the 
Sovereign  or  State  ?  What  dignity,  then,  to  be  an  Ambas¬ 
sador  of  Christ  ? 

This  dignity  is  not  sufficiently  credited, — not  sufficiently 
felt, — not  sufficiently  manifested  by  the  Ambassadors  of 
Christ.  They  do  not  show,  as  they  should,  that  they  are 
officers  of  “  a  kingdom  that  is  not  of  this  world.”  They 
too  often  render  to  Caesar  gifts  and  graces  which  are  God’s. 
’Tis  true,  Ministers  are  citizens  of  the  State,  and  should 
faithfully  discharge  their  civil  duties.  But,  after  their 
vows  and  consecration  to  the  holy  office,  they  are  leaders, 
not  in  the  State,  but  “  in  the  Kingdom  of  heaven.”  In  that 
office, — in  its  responsible  functions,  they  are  required  to 
employ  all  their  gifts  and  graces  and  time,  except  what 
may  be  needed  for  the  necessities  of  themselves  and  of 
those  immediately  dependent  upon  them. 

Corresponding  to  this  dignity  are  the  pi'otecti  n  and  de¬ 
fense.  The  Ambassador  has  all  the  power  of  his  Sovereign 
or  State  to  protect  and  defend  him.  “  The  Ambassador  for 
Christ  ”  has,  in  his  official  capacity,  the  power  of  “  the  King- 
“  dom  of  heaven”  to  back  him — almightiness  guided  by 
infinite  Wisdom.  Whom  need  he  fear  but  God.  What  need 
he  fear  but  sin  ? 

We  have  seen  that,  among  the  Greeks,  the  office  of  a 
herald  was  sacred,  and  his  person  inviolable,  inasmuch  as 
he  was  under  the  immediate  protection  of  Jupiter.  How 
sacred  and  inviolate  the  herald  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ ! 
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It  was  the  inspired  prayer  of  Moses,  when  blessing  him 
who  should  “  1  each  Jacob  His  judgments  and  Israel  His 
law,”  who  should  “put  incense  before  Jehovah,  and  whole 
“  burnt  sacrifices  upon  His  altar,”  it  was  his  prayer  that 
“the  Lord  would  bless  his  substance,  and  accept  the  work 
of  his  hands,”  and  '’‘smite  through  the  loins  of  the?n  that  rise 
“  against  him,  and  of  them  that  hate  him,  that  they  rise  not  again.'' 
How  ready  and  strong  was  God’s  power  in  behalf  of  His 
chosen  officer  to  minister  at  His  altar!  Can  it  be  less  ready 
or  strong  in  behalf  of  him  who  is  in  the  Gospel  Ministry  ? 

The  language  of  His  Providence  has  always  been: 
“  Touch  not  mine  annointed,  and  do  my  prophets  no  harm.” 
Will  not  this  language  be  echoed  all  along  the  ages  to  come  ? 

Let  our  young  men  and  children  know  what  is  the  dignity 
of  the  office  and  work  of  the  Gospel  Ministry,  and  what  pro¬ 
tection  and  defense  they  will  have  in  its  faithful  ministrations. 

Another  motive  is  the  necessity  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Gospel 
during  this  life,  to  the  salvation  of  the  lost. 

Those  of  Adam’s  race  who  attain  not  to  the  stage  of 
responsibility  for  their  actual  personal  sins,  we  may  leave  in 
God’s  hand  and  entertain  the  hope  of  their  safety  through 
the  mediation  of  the  Saviour  without  a  knowledge  of  the 
Gospel.  But  for  those  who  become  responsible  for  their 
personal  acts  and  commit  sin,  we  can  entertain  no  such 
hope  without  their  “  receiving  and  resting  on  Christ  alone 
“  for  salvation  as  He  is  offered  in  the  Gospel,”  and  their 
doing  this  while  “  in  the  body.”  But  “  how  shall  they  be- 
lieve  on  Him  of  whom  they  have  not  heard  ?  And  how 
“  shall  they  hear  without  a  preacher  ?  And  how  shall  they 
“preach  except  they  be  sent?”  As  many  “as  have  sinned 
Gvithout  law — the  written  law — shall  also  perish  without 
'  law.”  How  decided  and  explicit! 

The  intent  and  efforts  of  some  just  now  to  excite  the 
hope  that,  after  this  life,  the  knowledge  of  the  Gospel  may 
and  will  avail  to  many  for  delivering  from  Sin  and  its  con¬ 
sequences  tends  to  deaden  desires  to  “  preach  the  Gospel 
to  every  creature,”  and  takes  away  one  of  the  strongest 
scriptural  motives  to  incite  the  hearts  of  the  young  to  con¬ 
secrate  themselves  to  the  work  of  the  Ministry. 

A  third  motive  is  the  lack  of  laborers  for  the  harvest. 

I  need  not  dwell  upon  the  oft-repeated  statement  that 
the  number  of  Gospel  ministers  is  not  sufficient  for  the 
work.  Neither  need  I  note  how  many  of  these  are  not 
laborers.  The  complaint  from  our  Theological  Faculty  at 
N.  B.  of  the  few  in  preparation  for  the  holy  office  in  ourJ 
schools  should  not  fail  to  impress  us  with  the  great  need  of* 
exertion  in  finding  the  men.  All  these  particulars  should 
be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  whole  Church,  and  especially 
upon  the  minds  of  our  children  and  young  men. 
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A  fourth  motive  we  have  in  the  divinely  appomted  connection 
of  the  ministry  ivith  the  preservation  of  the  Church  and  the  glory 
of  the  Blessed  Saviour. 

“  It  pleases  God  by  the  foolishness  of  preaching—herald- 
ing — to  save  them  that  believe.”  By  the  labors  of  His 
Ministers  Christ  “  plants  ”  and  ‘‘  waters  ”  His  Church. 
This  ordinance  was  given  “for  the  perfecting  of  the  Saints, 
“  for  the  edifying  of  the  body  of  Christ.”  If  the  Church  be 
“  a  flock,”  the  Minister  is  the  Shepherd  to  “seek  that  which 
“  was  lost  ” — to  “  strengthen  the  diseased  ” — to  “  heal  the 
“sick  ” — to  “bring  again  that  which  was  driven  away.”  If 
the  family  of  Christ  be  “a  household,”  the  Minister  is  “  the 
faithful  and  wise  steward  ”  who  dispenses  the  provisions  of 
the  house  according  to  the  necessities  of  its  several  mem¬ 
bers.  If  the  Church  be  “  a  city,”  he  is  still  fhe  watchman 
to  wake  and  warn  slumberers  of  their  peril.  If  it  be  “  a 
husbandry,”  he  is  “the  laborer,”  to  plant  and  water  the 
soil, — to  cleanse  the  earth,  to  watch  the  growth  of  the  plant 
and  instrumentally  to  bring  forward  the  harvest.  If  it  be 
“  a  building,”  he  is  the  “  master  builder,”  to  build  upon  the 
“  sure  foundation  lively  stones,” — a  spiritual  house, — grow¬ 
ing  “  into  an  holy  temple  of  the  Lord,  builded  together  for 
“  an  habitation  of  God  through  the  spirit.”  If  there  be  “a 
treaty  of  peace,”  to  be  negotiated  between  the  Majesty  of 
heaven  and  the  world  of  rebels,  he  is  the  Ambassador  en¬ 
trusted  with  the  Ministry  of  reconciliation,  and  praying 
them  in  Christ's  stead,  “Be  ye  reconciled  unto  God.” 

These  uses  of  the  sacred  institution  are  not  and  cannot 
be  necessary  to  Christ  as  if  He  were  unable  to  work  with¬ 
out  them.  But  they  are  such  as  He  has  appointed  and 
made  essential  in  the  constituted  order  of  means  for  the  ac¬ 
complishment  of  His  own  purpose  of  mercy  to  the  world. 
His  “  good  pleasure  has  ordained  this  office  as  a  most  im¬ 
portant  link  of  means  in  the  chain  of  salvation:  So  that 
without  the  Ministry — the  heralding — there  should  be,  ordi¬ 
narily,  no  hearing  of  the  word:  Consequently  no  faith  in 
the  only  Saviour  of  whom  it  speaks — no  calling  upon  the 
name  of  the  Lord — no  salvation.  Rom.  10:14. 

How  intimately  connected  with  *the  preservation  and 
best  interest  of  the  Church  and  the  glory  of  its  Head  do 
these  considerations  indicate  ?  Take  away  the  regular  min¬ 
istry,  and  you  may  have  fire  in  the  Church,  but  it  will  be 
wilf^xQ  —  more  destructive  than  purifying.  “  Religion 
“  without  the  help  of  a  spiritual  ministry,”  said  the  judi¬ 
cious  Hooker, — “is  unable  to  plant  itself.”  Book  5:76. 
“  The  best  system  of  religion,”  said  Dr.  Mosheim,  “  must 
necessarily  either  dwindle  to  nothing,  or  be  egregiously 
corrupted,  if  it  is  not  perpetually  inculcated  and  explained 
by  a  regular  and  standing  ministry.”  Ecc.  His.  Cent.  1,  prt. 
2,  Chap.  2.  Said  Calvin:  “  Not  even  are  the  light  and  heat 
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“  of  the  sun, — not  even  are  meat  and  drink  so  necessary 
“  for  the  support  and  cherishing  of  our  present  life,  as  the 
“Apostolic  and  Pastoral  office  for  the  preservation  of  the 
“Church  on  earth.”  Inst.  Lib.  4  C.  iii,  3. 

This  intimate  and  divinely  appointed  connection  of  the 
Ministry  with  the  preservation  of  the  Church  and  the  glory 
of  its  Head  should  be  carefully  taught  to  our  young  men. 

A  fifth  motive  we  have  iti  the  gracious  rewards — both  in 
this  life  and  that  which  is  to  cof?ie, — which  accompaiiy  and  follow 
faithfulness. 

This  motive  is  of  special  importance  as  answering  plausi¬ 
ble  and  oft-repeated  objections  which  are  urged,  and  too 
often  prevail,  against  young  men  entering  the  Ministry. 

THE  OBJECTIONS 

are:  (1)  The  greater  temporal  rewards  in  other  pursuits  and 
employments.  (2)  The  greater  self-denials  and  trials,  and 
sufferings  in  the  Ministry. 

A  SHADY  SIDE. 

The  Ministry  has  a  shady  side,  and  to  the  natural  eye  this 
is  sometimes  very  dark.  It  does  require  one  to  forego  the 
lucrative  employments.  It  does  also  call  for  a  higher  de¬ 
gree  of  self-denial.  Its  leadership  requires  this.  It  is  too, 
often  connected  with  special  trials  and  heavy  burden-bear¬ 
ings. 

A  SUNNY  SIDE. 

But  it  has  also  its  sunny  side.  Let  us  dwell  a  little  upon 
this  side,  and  note  its  superior  brightness,  when  properly 
considered. 

And  we  note  on  this  side 

That,  though  the  charge  of  a  small  and  often  inadequate 
pecuniary  support  has  a  basis,  yet  this  is  not  so  serious  an  evil 
as  it  is  represe7ited  to  be. 

POVERTY  NOT  ALWAYS  SINFUL. 

Poverty  is  not  always  sinful,  though  it  is  often  very 
uncomfortable.  It  is  not  always  dishonest  or  dishonorable 
before  God,  though  often  painful  before  men. 

Our  blessed  Lord,  “though  rich,  became  poor.”  Said 
He:  “  The  foxes  have  holes,  and  the  birds  of  the  air  have 
“nests,”  or  roosting  places — “but  the  Son  of  Man  hath  not 
“  where  to  lay  his  head.”  He  crossed  the  Sea  of  Galilee  in 
a  borrowed  boat.  He  rode  into  the  holy  City  on  a  borrow¬ 
ed  beast.  He  was  buried  in  a  borrowed  tomb.  Should 
any  young  man  be  ashamed  to  be  like  his  Master — his 
Saviour  ? — for  His  sake  to  be  like  him  ? 
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AS  A  CLASS  NOT  COMPARATIVELY  POOR. 

The  ratio  of  poverty-stricken  ministers  is  not  greater 
than  that  of  any  other  occupation  in  life.  You  do  not  find 
a  larger  proportion  of  “  seedy”-looking  men  among  them 
than  among  the  other  classes.  Among  them  you  have  fully 
an  average  of  “sleek  ’’-looking  apparel,  and  fewer  whose 
wearing  apparel  is  not  paid  for. 

AN  INADEQUATE  SUPPORT  FROM  THE  CHURCH  NOT  A  MERE  EVIL. 

We  must  not  forget  that  by  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel 
without  the  support  to  which  ministers  are  entitled,  and 
which  the  Church  of  Christ  should  always  be  ready  to 
supply,  much  evil  may  be  stayed,  and  much  good  may  be 
accomplished.  The  Apostle  Paul,  though  he  maintained 
his  undoubted  right  to  an  adequate  support  from  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  Lord,  while  he  labored  among  the  Corinthians, 
yet  determined  not  to  avail  himself  of  his  right.  This  de¬ 
termination,  he  tells  us,  was  formed  to  cutoff  occasion  from 
his  enemies  to  question  his  motives  for  preaching; — they 
charged  him  with  preaching  for  hire — and  to  give  himself  a 
ground  of  confidence  in  resisting  his  opponents.  1st  Cor. 
9,  15-18;  2d  Cor,  11:11—12. 

When  a  physician  attends  the  sick  from  the  highest 
motives  and  receives  a  remuneration  for  his  services,  he  of¬ 
ten  is  charged  with  sordid  and  impure  motives,  and  thus  his 
influence  for  his  good  is  impaired.  But  when  he  attends  the 
poor  gratuitously,  though  his  motives  be  no  higher,  the 
evidence  of  his  purity  is  placed  beyond  question,  and  his 
influence  is  2^;/impaired.  So  the  Minister  of  the  Gospel, 
who  receives  an  adequate  support,  may  labor  from  the 
highest  motives,  and  yet  be  charged  with  “  laboring  for 
hire,”  and  thus  be  seriously  impaired  in  usefulness.  But 
such  a  charge  against  the  man  of  God,  who  “though  faint  ” 
from  lack  of  sufficient  support,  is  “  still  pursuing,”  falls  to 
the  ground.  See  Hodge  on  1st  Cor.  9:19. 

We  note  on  the  sunny  side 

That  though  greater  self-denials  and  burden-bearings 
may  pertain  to  the  Ministry,  yet  its  blessmgs  far  fuore  tha?i 
compensate  for  all  its  evils, 

THE  GENERAL  LAW. 

Ti.ot  the  general  law  of  the  kingdom  establish  this 
point?  Hear  it  in  this  connection:  “Verily  I  say  unto 
“you:  There  is  no  man  that  hath  left  house,  or  brethren, 
“  or  sisters,  or  father,  or  mother,  or  wife,  or  children,  or 
“  lands,  for  my  sake  and  the  Gospel's,,  who  shall  not  receive 
“  manifold  more  in  this  present  time,  and  in  the  world  to 
“  come  life  everlasting.” 
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Now  is  this  true?  If  it  is,  does  it  not  silence  all  these 
objections  in  the  eye  of  reason  ? 

OUR  NEED. 

Then  what  is  most  valuable  to  us  ?  I  mean  not,  what  is 
most  desired,  or  wanted,  but  what  is  most  needed  by  us  ? 
May  it  not  be  poverty?  self-denials?  severe  trials?  heavy 
burden-bearings  ? 

I  have  no  hesitation  whatever  in  affirming  that  all  these 
sorts  of  objections  arise  from  a  want  of  faith  o?'  trust  in 
God;  or,  at  least,  that  they  are  all  neutralized  by  trust  in 
Him  who  owns  all  things,  and  holds  them  for  the  good  of 
His  faithful  servants. 

OFFICIAL  PERFECTNESS. 

Remember  this  also.  While  Christ’s  sufferings  were 
penal  and  vicarious.  He  was  also  by  them  “  made  perfect f — 
officially  perfect.  He  was^by  His  sufferings  fully  qualified 
to  sympathize  Avith  His  people  under  sufferings.  Having 
been  “  in  all  points  tempted  like  as  we  are,  yet  without 
“  sin,”  He  is  “  able  to  succor  them  that  are  tempted.” 

May  not  severe  sufferings  be  necessary  to  our  perfec¬ 
tion  also?  And  is  it  not  enough  that  the  disciple  be  as  his 
Master,  and  the  servant  as  his  Lord  ?  This  point  should  be 
carefully  pondered.  Are  not  severe,  and  varied,  and  pro¬ 
tracted  sufferings  —  both  personal  and  relative — often 
needed  to  make  Christ’s  ministers  like  Himself  perfect — 
officially  perfect  ?  Make  them  able  to  sympathize  with  the 
poor'and  sick,  and  burdened,  and  afflicted  ? 

THE  GENERAL  PROMISES  AND  STATEMENTS. 

Then  again:  ‘‘All  things  work  together  for  good  to  them 
“  who  love  God,  to  them  who  are  called  according  to 
His  purpose.”  Does  not  this  apply  to  ministers  of  the 
Gospel  ?  Do  not  all  the  promises  of  “  strength  for  the 
“day,” — of  presence  and  comfort  “in  the  valley  of  the 
“  shadow  of  death,” — of  being  with  us  when  we  “  pass 
“  through  the  waters,”  and  “  through  the  fire,”  apply  to 
ministers?  Yea;  and  all  the  precious  statements  relating  to 
“  chastenings,” — all  the  precious  promises  adapted  to  all 
the  varied  circumstances  and  frames  and  dealings  of  both 
God  and  man  belong  to  ministers  as  Avell  as  to  those  to 
whom  they  minister. 

Also:  corresponding  with  His  power  are  His  sympathy 
and  wisdom  in  fulfilling  all  His  promises.  In  all  our  emer¬ 
gencies  and  depths  of  sorrow  and  distress,  He  sorrows 
with  us,  knows  what  is  best  for  us,  and  how  and  when  to 
give  it.  He  is  very  present  help  hi  troubled 
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THE  SPECIAL  CONSIDERATIONS. 

But  while  the  above  general  considerations  are  sufficient 
to  silence  all  objections,  there  are  some  special  ones  which 
should  be  brought  forward. 

One  special  reward  to  the  minister  is  found  in  the  effects 
which  the  discoveries  of  divine  truth  have  upon  hmiself. 

The  prosecution  of  his  work  necessitates  the  careful 
study  of  Revealed  Truth.  In  the  divine  Word  there  are 
depths  which  have  never  been  fathomed  by  man  and  heights 
which  he  has  never  reached.  The  Holy  Scriptures  are  a 
mine  full  of  the  most  precious  truths;  adapted  to  comfort 
and  strengthen  and  bless.  These  truths  are  discovered  by 
those  who  diligently  search  for  them.  And  as  one  and 
another  of  them  rise  to  the  observation,  the  heart  is  often 
thrilled  with  emotions  of  joy  partaking  very  much  of  the 
joys  of  glory- — “joys  unspeakable  and  full  of  glory.” 
When  Archimedes  in  the  bath  struck  the  principle  which 
enabled  him  to  solve  the  absorbing  question:  How  much 
alloy,  if  any,  has  been  mixed  with  the  gold  for  King 
Hiero’s  crown,  he  was  bewildered  with  emotions,  and  run¬ 
ning  into  the  street  exclaimed  “  Eureka  !  Eureka  !  !  ”  So 
when  difficulties  of  the  Scriptures,  long  existing,  give 
way  before  a  newly  discovered  truth,  who  can  describe  the 
feelings  excited  in  the  bosom  of  the  faithful  minister  ? 

Another  special  reward  to  the  minister  is  found  hi  the 
effects  produced  by  imparting  divine  truths  to  others. 

The  full  force  of  this  cannot  be  appreciated  until  experi¬ 
enced.  But  it  should  not  be  ignored  in  the  enumeration  of 
motives  and  their  enforcement  upon  the  minds  of  our  young 
men. 

Allow  me  to  give  a  little  of  my  own  experience. 

While  preaching  one  day  on  the  necessity  of  special 
divine  influences  to  salvation,  and  endeavoring  to  meet  ob¬ 
jections  so  often  urged  against  the  doctrine,  I  saw  before 
me  one  of  the  flock  weeping  as  if  her  heart  was  broken. 
She  was  a  lady  of  extraordinary  intellectual  gifts,  highly 
educated,  and  uncommonly  energetic  and  successful  as  a 
teacher.  At  our  first  interview  afterwards,  she  said  to 
me,  “  Let  me  tell  you,  lest  you  should  mistake  the  cause  of 
“  my  emotions  and  tears.  I  have  always  had  the  most  dis- 
“  tressing  difficulties  on  the  doctrine  which  you  were  ex- 
“  plaining;  and  as  you  proceeded,  I  could  not  refrain  from 
“  weeping  like  a  child — I  know  I  did — as  these  difficulties 
passed  away.” 

I  had  labored  in  preparing  that  sermon;  and  did  I  not 
have  a  special  reward  in  the  information  thus  obtained, 
that  my  Master  had  used  me  in  imparting  the  blessing  not 
only  of  peace  but  of  joy  to  one  of  His  faithful  ones? 

A  strong  man  was  suddenly  prostrated  by  a  death-bear¬ 
ing  disease.  The  terrors  of  the  Law  came  upon  him.  He 
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sent  for  me  at  midnight.  On  opening  the  door  of  his  resi¬ 
dence  at  about  two  o’clock  A.  M.,  I  heard  his  groan  of 
agony — his  roaring.  ‘‘  Reverend  Sir,”  said  he,  as  I  entered 
liis  chamber,  “  I  am  lost — lost  forever,  God  is  angry  with 
“  me.  His  wrath  is  poured  out  upon  me.  Oh!  sir:  sin 
“  — sin  has  destroyed  me.  I  used  to  laugh  at  it,  but  now  it  is 
^'‘davminy;  me.  Oh!  sir:  I  am  lost — lost  forever!'' 

I  told  him  of  a  Savior — of  salvation.  I  offered  him  in 
Christ’s  name,  pardon  and  salvation — offered  them  “  without 
“money  and  Avithout  price.”  As  “an  Ambassador  of 
Christ  ”  I  assured  him  of  a  full  and  free  salvation  through 
Christ,  if  he  would  “  receive  and  rest  upon  Him  alone  as  of¬ 
fered  in  the  Gospel.”  Again  he  exclaimed  “(9.^  I'm  lost — lost 
— forever!!  What  a  favor  to  be  able  to  thus  offer  “  in  Christ’s 
stead'  !  And  what  a  comfort  to  be  enabled  thus  to  olfer! 

A  lady — educated,  refined,  a  superintendent  of  one  of 
my  Sabbath  schools,  came  to  me.  Said  she:  “  Dear  pastor, 
“you  know  I  used  to  be  comfortable,  cheerful.  Now,  my 
hope  is  gone.  The  Savior  has  left  me.  Darkness  is  upon 
“me.  The  heavens  seem  shut  against  me.  God  has  cast 
“me  off.  O!  will  the  Lord  cast  off  forever?”  she  asked 
under  the  deepest  depression.  I  taught  her, — gave  her 
tracts,  books  to  read  on  evidences  of  faith  and  repentance 
and  regeneration.  She  read  them;  but  comfort  was  not 
reached.  She  was  regular  in  her  study  of  the  Scriptures, 
in  closet  prayer,  in  the  use  of  all  the  public  means  of 
grace.  But  darkness  continued.  At  last  I  said  to  her: 
“You  must  go  around  and  visit  and  converse  with  all 
“your  Sabbath  school  children  about  Jesus  and  his  salva- 
“tion.”  She  followed  her  pastor’s  advice.  The  dark  cloud 
rolled  away.  Peace  and  joy  returned.  Who  can  express 
the  pastor’s  feeling — his  reward  at  the  result  ? 

I  visited  day  after  day  a  young  mother,  prostrated  with 
a  liopeless  disease.  Death  was  expected  daily.  Her  little 
daughter — not  conscious  of  the  loss  she  might  on  the  mor¬ 
row  sustain,  was  amusing  herself  with  her  dolls.  After 
the  usual  prayer  one  day,  I  sat  down,  and  with  great  sim¬ 
plicity  told  the  sick  one  of  “  the  good  Shepherd,’'  and  of 
His  promised  presence  in  the  “valley  of  the  shadow  of 
death.”  Twelve  years  afterwards,  on  my  Ausiting  the  old 
charge,  I  found  her  still  suffering.  She  had  been,  during 
all  those  years,  apparently  at  the  brink  of  the  graA^e.  Her 
daughter  noAvhad  full. charge  of  her  Avith  a  faithful  daugh¬ 
ter’s  affection. 

When  about  to  leave  the  room  I  said:  “Mrs.  G.,  you 
“have  been  so  long  Avith  one  foot,  as  it  Avere,  in  the  grave, 
“  I  should  think  that  the  grave  Avould  have  lost  its  terrors 
“  to  you  by  this  time.” 

“  O,”  said  she,  Mr.  “  Crispell,  don’t  you  remember  hoAv 
“  you  one  day  talked  to  me  about  “the  good  shepherd  ’  and 
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“  ‘  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death  ?’  ”  “  Yes,”  I  said,  “  I  re- 
“  member  it.”  “  Well,”  she  responded,  “  I’ve  had  no  fear 
“  of  death  since  you  talked  to  me  that  day.”  Yes,  blessed 
Jesus!  Thou  dost  give  special  rewards  all  along  the  road 
of  ministerial  duties. 

WHAT  ALL  EXPERIENCE. 

How  often  is  the  pastor  prompted  by  the  death-bed 
scenes  of  Christ’s  dear  people,  when  divine  promises  are 
brought  to  mind  and  believed — how  often  is  he  prompted 
to  exclaim:  “  Let  me  die  the  death  of  the  righteous,  and  let 
my  last  end  be  like  His  ”  ? 

Illustrations  without  number  can  be  adduced  of  the 
blessed  effects  upon  ministers  produced  by  the  simple 
teaching  of  God’s  word  to  others.  And  may  not  nearly  all 
Christ’s  ambassadors  say  with  the  Apostle  ‘‘  In  all  things 
“approving  ourselves  as  the  Ministers  of  Christ,  as  sor- 
“  rowful,  yet  always  rejoicing;  as  poor,  yet  making  rich; 
“  as  having  nothing,  and  yet  possessing  all  things.”  “  I  am 
“  filled  with  comfort.  I  am  exceeding  joyful  in  all  our 
“  tribulations.” 

A  third  special  reward  to  the  Minister  is  found  in  the  bene¬ 
fits  of  the  abounding  prayer  to  which  his  office  binds  him. 

He  is  to  “give  himself  to  prayer  and  to  the  ministry  of 
the  Word.”  It  is  the  expression  of  the  pious  of  all  ages: 

“  From  every  stormy  wind  that  blows, 

From  every  swelling  tide  of  woes, 

There  is  a  calm,  a  sure  retreat : 

’Tis  found  beneath  the  Mercy  Seat.” 

There  is  a  place  where  Jesus  sheds 
The  oil  of  gladness  on  our  heads  ; 

A  place  than  all  besides  more  sweet : 

It  is  the  blood-bought  Mercy  Seat, 

Must  not  the  man,  whose  special  and  official  duty  it  is 
to  abound  in  prayer,  have  a  special  favor  here  ?  Suppose 
that  the  trials  are  severe, — the  poverty  pinching,  and  the 
burdens  heavy:  does  he  not  have,  with  these,  abundant 
special  compensations?  Is  not  retirement  to  such  “  a  re¬ 
treat  ”  a  present  reward  ?  Is  it  not  a  special  favor  to  have 
one  grand  department  of  our  life  work  in  such  “  a  place  ”  ? 
Can  any  praying  soul  fail  to  see  a  wonderful  manifestation 
of  love  in  having  such  “  oil  ”  shed  on  his  head  ? 

A  fourth  special  reward  is  found  in  the  fact  that  the  Minis¬ 
try  is  the  best  position  in  the  world  to  secure  the  subordination  of 
this  ivorld  to  another. 

We  have  already  spoken  of  the  discoveries  of  divine 
truth  and  of  their  effects  in  the  light  of  a  reward. 
These  discoveries  are  not  less  effective  to  the  promotion  of 
holiness  in  heart  and  life.  Sanctification  is  “  through  the 
truth.”  The  daily  engagements  in  the  spiritual  interests  of 
the  church,  and  the  almost  daily  contact  with  the  Christian 
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experience  of  men  in  the  various  stages  of  progress  heaven¬ 
ward,  involve  such  exercises  of  the  graces  of  the  Spirit 
as  develop  and  strengthen  them.  The  very  office  also 
shields  from  many  temptations.  The  relative  position, 
which  the  office  usually  gives,  aids  in  resisting  many  en¬ 
ticements  to  deviate  from  a  holy  living.  The  fear  of  fall¬ 
ing  from  a  greater  height,  too,  is  salutatory; — it  has  saved 
many  a  man  from  his  “besetting  sin.” 

We  may  add  as  a  fifth  special  reward  that  it  affords  the 
gra?idest ff,eld for  the  noblest  heroism — the  noblest  Christian  heroism. 

Heroism  has  a  wonderful  charm  to  many  youthful 
minds.  Efforts  to  reach  it  are  common;  and  they  are  abor¬ 
tive  oftener  from  the  lack  of  a  right  principle  of  action 
than  from  a  firm  unfaltering  adherence  to  it  under  difficul¬ 
ties  and  hardships.  The  perfect  example  of  heroism  is 
Jesus  of  Nazareth.  His  great  principle  of  action  was 
Love — love  of  God  and  man.  Adhering  to  this  He  con¬ 
tinued  firm,  unfaltering  and  self-sustained,  and  under  con¬ 
ditions  of  unparalleled  difficulty  and  hardship.  Note  Him 
in  the  garden, — before  the  Sanhedrim, — before  Pilate  and 
Herod, — as  He  bore  His  cross, — as  He  hung  on  that  cross. 

Though  God-forsaken  and  contending  alone,  He  held  on 
unfalteringly  till  He  could  utter  the  triumphant  cry:  “  It 
is  finished!  ” 

The  nearer  we  can  come  to  His  pattern,  the  higher  will 
be  our  heroism, — the  nobler  our  Christian  example.  As — 
“  The  Christian  is  the  highest  style  of  man,” 
so,  Christian  heroism  is  the  highest  style  of  heroism. 

But  in  no  calling  of  life  is  the  field  for  this  heroism  so 
promising  as  in  the  Gospel  Ministry.  It  needs  for  its  basis 
or  principle  of  action  love  of  God  and  man.  It  has  for  its 
aim,  the  glory  of  God  and  the  blessedness  of  men.  It  has 
for  its  field  of  action  a  lost  world, — condemned  for  its  guilt 
— loathsome  for  its  corruption — hating  and  opposing  God 
and  His  authority  and  rule.  It  has  for  its  opposing  Leader 
the  great  Adversary  of  God  and  Destroyer  of  men — a 
Spirit  of  wonderful  power  and  malice  and  cunning.  On 
this  field  it  has  to  suffer  from  many  self-denials, — from  se¬ 
vere  trials, — from  heavy  burdens  and  often  from  distress¬ 
ing  poverty.  Is  it  not  a  field  for  heroism  ?  In  this  respect 
where  can  you  find  its  equal  ?  Is  there  any  official  position 
better  adapted  or  having  more  opportunities  to  develop 
perfect  heroes  ? 

Another  special  reward,  which  the  Ministry  has,  flows 
from  the  interest  which  the  Church  has  and  manifests  in  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  their  work^  and  the  sympathy  which  Pastors  especially  have 
under  their  trials.  The  words  and  acts  of  encouragement 
and  the  prayers  which  flow  from  this  interest  and  sympathy 
are  values  which  cannot  now  be  fully  estimated.  The  more 
attentively  we  consider  this  point,  the  more  will  we  feel 
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that  God’s  people  ought  to  bear  the  Ministry  on  their  hearts 
at  the  throne  of  Grace.  And  the  more  we  note  the  habits 
of  the  godly,  the  better  we  know  that  the  Ministry  have  this 
benefit.  To  feel,  when  trials  are  “pressing,”  that  a  loving 
flock  are  wrestling  for  you  with  the  God  of  Israel,  is  an  al¬ 
leviation  of  which  the  experienced  Pastor  can  fully  testify. 

But  the  trials  of  the  Ministry  ended,  its  burdens  laid 
aside  and  its  work  done,  there  is  a  rest — an  overwhelming 
reward, — an  everlasting  reward.  Let  us  note  ^ 

THE  REWARD  IN  THE  LIFE  TO  COME. 

But  in  what  language  shall  we  speak  of  it  ?  How  shall 
we  conceive  of  it?  Pollock  thus  conceived  and  spoke  of  it 
— of  “  the  faithful  Minister  of  God: 

“  See  where  he  walks  on  yonder  mount  that  lifts 
“  Its  summit  high,  on  the  right  hand  of  bliss  ; 

“  Sublime  in  glory  !  talking  with  his  peers, 

“  Of  the  incarnate  Savior’s  love,  and  past 
“  Affliction,  lost  in  present  joy  !  See  how 
“  His  face  with  heavenly  ardor  glows  !  and  how 
‘His  hand  enraptured,  strikes  the  golden  lyre  ! 

'  ‘As  now  conversing  of  the  Lamb  once  slain, 

'  ‘He  speaks  ;  and  now,  from  vines  that  never  hear 
‘Of  winter  ;  but  in  monthly  harvest  yield 
“  Their  fruit  abundantly,  he  plucks  the  grapes  of  life.” 

Of  this  reward  God  says:  “We  must  all  appear  before 
“the  judgment  seat  of  Christ;  that  every  one  may  receive 
“  the  things  done  in  his  body,  according  to  that  he  hath 
“  done,  whether  it  be  good  or  bad.”  We  shall  receive 
rewards  proportioned  to  our  faithful  doings  and  patie7it 
sufferings.”  And  hear  what  he  says  of  those  who  come  out 
of  “  great  tribulation  ” — who  have  suffered  much  for  Christ: 
^'‘Therefore  are  they  before  the  throne  of  God,  and  serve 
“  Him  day  and  night  in  His  temple:  and  He  that  sitteth  on 
“the  throne  shall  dwell  among  them.  They  shall  hunger 
“  no  more;  neither  thirst  any  more;  neither  shall  the  sun 
“light  on  them,  nor  any  heat.  For  the  Lamb  which  is  in 
“  the  midst  of  the  throne  shall  feed  them  and  shall  lead 
“  them  unto  living  fountains  of  waters:  and  shall  wipe 
“away  all  tears  from  their  eyes.’”  Blessed! — Blessed  Re¬ 
deemer!  1  No  more  tears  !  Thou  wilt  wipe  them  away. 

In  anticipation  of  such  reward,  the  Apostle,  from  the 
depths  of  his  sufferings,  writes  to  his  beloved  Timothy: 
“  I  am  now  ready  to  be  offered,  and  the  time  of  my  depart- 
“  ure  is  at  hand.  I  have  fought  a  good  fight,  I  have  fin- 
“  ished  my  course,  I  have  kept  the  faith:  henceforth  there 
“  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of  righteousness,  which  the 
“  Lord,  the  righteous  Judge,  shall  give  me  at  that  day:  and 
“  not  to  me  only,  but  unto  all  them  also  that  love  His  ap- 
“  pearing.” 

Intensify,  then  if  you  please,  all  the  present  sufferings  of 
Christ’s  Ambassadors  to  any  degree,  it  yet  holds  good — for 
the  Lord  hath  spoken  it — that  “the  sufferings  of  this  pres- 
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ent  time  are  not  worthy  to  be  compared  ” — not  weighty 
in  comparison  with — “  the  glory  that  shall  be  revealed  in 
us.”  Nay;  more.  All  these  sufferings,  endured  for  Christ’s 
sake  and  sustained  with  a  Christian  spirit,  are  the  divinely 
appointed  means — not  the  meritorious  but  still  the  procuring 
cause  of  “a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of 
glory.”  They  thus,  “  work  for  them,”  and  the  more  intense 
they  become,  the  he^lvier  is  that  weight.  2  Cor.  4:17. 

Why,  my  Brethren  in  the  Ministry,  “the  objections’' 
which  men  “  of  little  faith  ”  present — where  are  they  ? 
When  “the  Sunny  Side”  is  presented,  they  are  not  seenf 
but,  in  their  place  we  have  one  of  the  strongest  motives  to 
lead  our  young  men  and  children  to  desire  the  holy  office. 

LABORS  ORDINARILY  SUCCESSFUL. 

Before  dismissing  this  point  of  laboring  to  get  for  our 
young  men  and  children  the  acquired  qualificatio7is  needed^  by  the 
use  of  all  the  appointed  means  of  grace  to  secure  the^n^  let  me  re¬ 
mind  you  that,  in  this  work,  as  well  as  in  other  works  of 
grace,  “  the  more  readily  we  perform  our  duty,  the  more 
“  eminently  usually  is  God’s  working  in  us,  and  the  more 
“  directly  is  His  work  advanced.”  We  must  not  separate, 
nor  attempt  to  separate  what  God,  of  His  own  good  pleas¬ 
ure,  hath  most  intimately  joined  together. 

It  now  remains  to  press  this  duty  of  finding  the  men: — of 
carefully  and  diligently  seeking  for  those  who  have  the 
needed  primary  qualifications,  and  of  habitually  and  earn¬ 
estly  laboring  to  get  for  our  young  men  and  children  the  ac¬ 
quired  qualifications,  needed,  and  to  do  these  things  by  the 
use  of  all  the  divinely  appointed  means  to  secure  them. 
And  (1st)  Is  not  this  duty  a  wise  serviced 
{a)  After  what  has  been  said,  it  needs  no  further  dis¬ 
cussion  to  show  that  no  calling  in  life  is  more  intimately 
connected  with  or  better  adapted  to  promote  God’s  glory 
or  man’s  happiness  than  the  Gospel  Ministry.  This  ser¬ 
vice,  then,  is  in  line  with,  and  seeks  to  incite  men  to  the 
highest  and  grandest  aim  and  design. 

(b)  It  is  also  the  divinely  ordained  means,  and,  therefore, 
the  best  means,  to  secure  men  for  the  holy  office. 

{c)  Besides:  experience  shows  that,  in  bringing  men  in¬ 
to  special  holy  offices,  and  especially  into  the  Christian  Min¬ 
istry,  God  has  blessed  such  services  in  a  remarkable  degree. 
Note  a  few  illustrations. 

Who  can  fail  to  notice  the  connection  of  Moses’  calling 
and  devotedness  to  God’s  special  and  eminent  services,  with 
the  faith  of  his  parents,  who  “  hid  him  three  months 
because  they  saw  he  was  a  proper  child,  ”  and  the  earnest  and 
faithful  instructions  which  doubtless  he  had  in  his  infant 
days  from  his  own  loving  mother?  Whose  mind  does  not 
here  turn  to  that  beautiful  and  encouraging  story  of  Han- 
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nah,  and  her  son  ?  Hear  the  mother,  when  she  brings  her 
child  “to  the  house  of  the  Lord  in  Shiloh,  ”  and  presents 
him  to  the  High  Priest,  Eli:  “O  my  lord,  as  thy  soul  liveth, 
“my  lord,  I  am  the  woman  that  stood  by  thee  here,  pray- 
“ing  unto  th*e  Lord.  For  this  child  I  prayed;  and  the 
“  Lord  hath  given  me  my  petition  which  I  asked  of  Him: 
“therefore  also  I  have  lent  him  to  the  Lord.”  And  it  is 
added:  “  His  mother  made  him  a  little-  coat  and  brought  it 
“  to  him  from  year  to  year,  when  she  came  up  with  her  hus- 
“  band  to  offer  the  yearly  sarcifice.”  This  son  of  Hannah 
stood  foremost,  in  his  day,  as  a  man  of  God, — a  faithful 
Prophet  and  a  faultless  Judge;  and,  when  his  long  service 
was  about  to  close,  he  could  challenge  all  Israel  to  allege 
aught  against  himself:  “Witness  against  me  before  the 
“Lord,  and  before  His  Anointed:  Whose  ox  have  I  taken  ? 
“  or  whose  ass  have  I  taken  ?  or  whom  have  I  defrauded  ? 
“whom  have  I  oppressed?  or  of  whose  hands  have  I  re- 
“  ceived  any  bribe  to  blind  my  eyes  therewith  ?  and  I  will 
“restore  it  you.”  Can  any  one  fail  to  see  the  connection 
of  the  high  position  and  eminent  usefulness  of  the  son  with 
the  faith  and  prayers  and  consecration,  and  the  continued 
labors  of  the  mother  t  She  had  three  other  sons  given  her 
“  for  the  loan  of  one  to  the  Lord,”  but  we  hear  no  more  of 
them  except  the  fact  of  their  existence. 

Dr.  John  Scudder,  the  eminent  Missionary,  had  eight 
sons.  They  all  became  missionaries,  save  one,  who  died 
while  preparing  for  the  Gospel  Ministry.  Was  not  this 
remarkable?  We  are  told  that,  when  the  mother  was  about 
to  return  to  her  field  of  labor  in  India,  and  was  bidding 
adieu  to  one  of  her  unconverted  boys,  who,  for  educational 
purposes,  was  to  remain  in  this  country,  she  besought  him 
most  earnestly  to  give  himself  to  Christ  and  to  join  her  in 
her  field  of  labor  as  a  preacher  of  the  Gospel.  He  declared 
that  he  would  not.  The  son,  that  night,  took  boat  for  Albany, 
and  the  mother  spent  the  night  in  New  York,  wrestling  with 
her  covenant  God  for  her  child.  Before  the  boat 
reached  the  dock  at  Albany,  the  son  had  given  himself  to 
Jesus  and  had  resolved-— D.  V. — to  join  his  mother  as  she 
had  requested. 

Can  we  fail  to  see  the  connection  between  that  young 
man’s  acquired  qualifications  for  the  Gospel  Ministry  and 
the  faith  and  prayers  and  labors  of  a  mother  ?  Similar 
cases  are  numerous.  There  are  the  Talmages — four  brothers 
in  the  Ministry,  one  our  Veteran  Missionary  in  China: — 
— the  Tho7npsons — three  brothers  in  the  Ministry: — the  Sees — 
three  brothers  in  the  Ministry: — the  Demur ests — three  bro¬ 
thers  in  the  Ministry,  the  Taylors — three  sons  in  the  Ministry. 
How  many  only  sons  of  Ministers  do  we  find  in  the  holy 
office?  Most  of  these  are  known  to  be  illustrations  of  the 
effects  of  parental  grace  in  securing  the  aquired  qualifica- 
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tions  needed.  Surely,  the  duty  we  are  pressing  is  a  wise 
service.  Will  giving  of  money  suffice  ? 

(2)  Is  it  not  also  a  7iaiural  expressiofi  of  the  love  of  Christ 
and  of  souls  ?  and  also  a  universally  acknowledged  duty  ? 
When  any  portion  of  our  world  is  stricken  with  famine,  and 
our  fellows  are  dying  by  hundreds  daily,  in  what  way  does 
our  philanthropy  show  itself?  Is  it  not  by  the  most  strenuous 
exertions  to  send  them  the  necessary  food  at  once  ? 

When  our  country  is  invaded  by  a  foe,  or  our  liberties 
are  endangered  by  a  rebellion,  in  what  manner  do  we  show 
our  patriotism  ?  Do  not  our  fathers  and  mothers  rally 
their  sons  for  battle;  and  our  wives  buckle  swords  upon  their 
husbands;  and  all  endeavor  to  arouse  courage,  and  ani¬ 
mate  to  meet  the  foe  ? 

And  so  our  Savior  is  earnestly  desiring  the  salvation  of 
the  lost,  and  our  fellows  are  perishing  for  the  lack  of  the 
knowledge  of  a  Savior,  what  is  the  natural  expression  of 
the  love  of  Christ  and  of  souls  ?  Is  it  not  to  do  what  we 
can  to  send  forth  preachers  of  the  Gospel  ?  Is  anything 
short  of  the  service  which  we  are  enforcing  a  natural  ex¬ 
pression  of  that  love  ? 

And  is  not  this  2J universally  acknowledged  duty  ? 

When  God’s  fire,  in  1871,  swept  along  through  our 
Western  cities  and  country  devouring  store-house  and 
dwelling,  food  and  clothing  and  slielter  for  man  and  beast, 
the  lightning  flashed  across  the  world  and  heralded  our 
poverty  and  nakedness  and  hunger;  our  desolation  and 
suffering.  Man,  and  beast,  and  the  steamer,  and  the  iron 
horse — all,  as  if  prompted  by  a  common  sympathy,  labored 
together  for  our  relief.  Our  hunger  was  appeased,  our 
nakedness  was  covered,  our  needs  were  supplied.  How 
honorable  to  humanity  enlightened  by  the  Gospel ! 

What  then  is  becoming  a  common  humanity  in  view  of 
the  present  and  prospective  condition  of  those  who  have 
not  heard  the  Gospel  i  When  their  cry  comes  up  to  us  for 
help,  shall  we  make  no  adequate  effort  to  relieve  them  ? 
Will  less  than  the  duty  we  are  enforcing  meet  the  ordinary 
sense  of  obligation  ? 

You  see  a  man  struggling  in  a  deep  river.  All  his  efforts 
cannot  save  him  from  a  watery  grave.  Y ou  have  boats,  ropes, 
planks.  You  hear  his  cry  of  distress.  What  should  you  do  ? 

There  is  a  house  on  fire.  You  see  in  the  bright  blaze  hu¬ 
man  beings  in  agony,  seeking  egress.  You  hear  their  cries 
for  help.  You  have  ladders — ropes.  What  should  you  do  ? 

Think  of  a  burning  ship  in  sight  of  shore — freighted 
with  human  beings.  Their  wailings  and  cries  reach  you. 
You  have  tugs — steamers — cutters — small  boats.  What 
should  you  do  ? 
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In  all  these  cases  would  less  than  superhuman  efforts 
.to  save  be  a  natural  expression  to  meet  the  ordinary 
sense  of  obligation  ? 

Such  cases  may  be  imaginary.  But  here  is  a  reality  : 
six  or  eight  hundred  .millions  of  human  beings — our  fel¬ 
lows  are  under  the  condemnation  of  God’s  holy  Law,— are 
suffering  under  a  death-bearing  moral  disease, — are  inex¬ 
cusable  for  their  sins,  and  are  dying  and  perishing  for  ever. 

You  have  a  knowledge  of  the  God-given  remedy  for  all 
their  ills  and  miseries — a  life-giving  remedy.  You  have  it 
within  your  reach  with  God’s  blessing  upon  your  efforts, 
to  secure  the  men  to  preach  the  Gospel,  and  thus  to  make 
known  the  remedy  to  these  millions.  Can  one  man  be 
found  who  could  say  “  no  ”  to  the  queston,  ought  you  not  to 
secure  them  ? 

And,  if  such  is  the  conviction  of  a  common  humanity, 
the  natural  expression  of  man, — what  should  be  expected 
of  the  Church  of  Christ  ?  It  is — it  is  a  unwer sally  acknowledged 
duty,  and  one  approved,  of  angels — “the  ministering  spirits 
“  for  them  who  shall  be  the  heirs  of  salvation,  ” — who  so 
intently  watch  the  devlopments  of  the  Church.  And  must 
not  all  heaven  approve  of  it “Your  mother,”  said  a  be¬ 
loved  aunt  to  her  niece,  who  had  resolved  to  become  a  mis¬ 
sionary,  “your  mother,  if  living,  would  never  consent  to 
this.”  The  reply  was:  “I  cannot  doubt,  dear- aunt,  how 
“  my  mother  now  feels  in  regard  to  this.” 

3.  Does  not  consiste?icy  require  this  sendee  of  us  ?  We  pray  : 
“Lord,  send  forth  laborers  into  the  harvest.  ”  Are  we  not 
committed  to  do  all  we  can  to  find  them  and  to  secure  them  ? 
We  sing  : 

I  love  thy  kingdom,  Lord,  If  e’er  my  heart  forget 

The  house  of  thine  abode.  Her  welfare  or  her  woe. 

The  Church  our  bles’d  redeemer  saved.  Let  every  joy  this  heart  forsake. 

With  His  own  precious  blood.  And  every  grief  o’erflow. 

For  her  my  tears  shall  fall. 

For  her  my  prayers  ascend  ; 

To  her  my  cares  and  toils  be  given, 

Till  toils  and  cares  shall  end. 

Can  we  sing  thus  and  be  unAvilling  or  fail  to  offer  and 
labor  to  get  our  children  into  the  work  ?  Think  of  parents 
praying  and  singing  thus,  and  then  saying  either  expressly 
or  practically  “  I  don’t  want  my  sons  to  be  ministers  of  the 
Gospel  !  !  ” 

We  have  read  of  a  father,  who,  hearing  of  his  son’s  de¬ 
termination  to  become  a  preacher  of  the  Gospel  to  the 
heathen,  said  :  “  My  son,  what  has  brought  you  to  esteem  it 
your  duty  to  go  to  the  Heathen  ?  ”  “  It  w’as  my  father’s 

prayers,  ”  answered  the  son. 

Please  mark  your  own  desires.  Listen  to  your  own  prayers 
and  conversations.  Does  not  consistency  require  you  to  ren¬ 
der  the  service  we  are  enforcing?  Must  we  not  consecrate  our 
sons  to  this  work  and  labor  to  bring  them  into  the  work  ? 
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We  read  of  a  widow — poor — having  only  one  child. 

By  great  labor  and  self-denial  she  secured  him  for  the 
work  of  the  ministry.  He  went  forth  with  a  mother’s 
blessing  and  highest  hopes.  It  was  her  greatest  joy  that 
she  could  and  did  devote  her  onlv  son — her  onlv  child — to 
such  a  blessed  work.  On  the  first  day  that  that  missionary 
planted  his  feet  on  heathen  soil  it  was  enriched  with  his 
life-blood.  When  intelligence  of  his  murder  reached  his 
Christ-loved  mother,  she,  with  bursting  heart  and  stream¬ 
ing  eyes,  exclaimed:  “  Oh  !  that  I  had  another  child,  who 
“might  go  and  preach  the  love  of  Jesus  to  the  men  who 
“bathed  their  hands  in  my  dear  son’s  blood  !  ”  Is  not  that 
the  consistent  ring?  And  ought  we  not  to  hear  its  like  all 
through  the  lines  of  the  hosts  of  our  Blessed  Redeemer? 

4.  Think  of  the  dignity  of  the  office  and  the  wo7'k^  aiid  of  the 
rewards  i?i  this  life  a?id  in  the  life  to  conie. 

These  I  have  presented,  and  need  not  repeat  them.  The 
dignity  far  exceeds  all  other  dignities.  The  rewards  exceed 
all  other  rewards.  Are  the  dignity  and  rewards  only  for 
our  young  men  and  children  ?  Are  they  not  equally  strong 
moral  inducements  to  move  us  all  to  the  duty  which  we  are 
enforcing?  Do  we  not  desire  for  our  children  the  dignity 
and  rewards  which  surely  await  all  the  faithful — though 
they  may  be  suffering  servants  of  Christ  in  the  Ministry  ? 
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